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The First Record from Ukraine of the Spider Monaeses israeliensis (Aranei, Thomisidae) from the 
Crimea. Fedoriak, M. M., Kovblyuk, M. M. & Kastrygina, Z. A. — Monaeses israeliensis Levy, 1973 is 
recorded from Cape Aya, Crimean Peninsula. This is also the first record of this species in Ukraine. Com-
ments on the geographical distribution and diagnostic illustrations of this species are given.
Key  words :  spiders, new record, Cape Aya, Crimea, Ukraine.

Introduction

To date, a list of spiders of the Crimea numbers 573 species (Kovblyuk & Kastrygina, 2015; Nadolny, 2020; 
Yanul, Terekhova, Polchaninova, 2022). In total 171 genera and 2172 species have been identified in Thomisi-
dae across the world (WSC, 2023) and about 13 genera and 42 species are known from the Crimea (Kovblyuk 
& Kastrygina, 2015).

While conducting a fieldwork by the group of students supervised by M. Fedoriak and O. Iaroshynska 
during the summer field course in June 2011, an additional species of the spiders and genus was found in 
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the Cape Aya in the Crimea. The goal of this paper is provide information of this new interesting faunistical 
record.

Material and Methods 

The Cape Aya is a part of the geographical region of the Crimean South Coast. The Mediterranean climate 
there is typical for dry subtropics. The area of Cape Aya is exposed to intensive recreation, including the re-
served territory. The areas used for tourism and recreation are significantly altered, and in some places natural 
communities are destroyed. However, in areas that are inaccessible and inconvenient for tourists, the unique 
communities are preserved and are worthy of study. The Cape Aya is one of the least spider-sampled regions 
in the Crimean Peninsula. 

It is located on the far west of the southern coast of the Crimea (44°30' N, 33°40' W) within the Balaklava 
District of Sevastopol (fig. 1), the total area exceeds 1,000 ha. The study site is located above the Turkish Lawn 
at the base of the rock walls of Mount Kush-Kaya (660 m). Studied habitats are characterized by juniper (Juni-
perus excelsa) woodlands with the pubescent oak (Quercus pubescens) and strawberry tree (Arbutus andrachne), 
Stankevich pine (Pinus stankewiczii), butcher’s broom (Ruscus ponticus) and pistachio (Pistacia mutica). 

Material was collected by using various methods (hand collecting, pitfall traps, sweeping with a net, and 
beating). The spiders were identified and are deposited in Maria M. Fedoriak’s collection (MMF) at the Depart-
ment of Ecology and Biomonitoring of Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi National University. The specimens of 
Monaeses israeliensis Levy, 1973 due to the logistical difficulties of wartime are temporarily deposited in the 
National Arachnological Collection in V. I. Vernadsky Taurida National University, Simferopol, Ukraine. 

Results 

Family Thomisidae 
Genus Monaeses Thorell, 1869 

Type species: Monastes paradoxus Lu-
cas, 1846

In total a genus is represented by 
27 species; 13 species are known from 
the Oriental, 9 — from the Afrotropical,  
2 — from the Australasian Region and  
2 (Monaeses israeliensis and M. paradox-
us) — from the Palaearctic Regions. Howev-
er, ten species are known only from a single 
sex (five from females and five from males) 
and four species have been described from a 
juvenile specimen (WSC, 2023). Therefore, 
the genus is poory studied; it has not been 
revised at a global scale; some non-Palaearc-
tic species are possibly misassigned to the 
genus. 

Diagnosis . The genus Monaeses is 
close to Tmarus Simon, 1875, but differs 
in the elongated carapace (as long as wide 
in Tmarus), and in a long and slender 

abdomen with the posterior part very 
elongated, extending far beyond the 
spinnerets (angular in Tmarus). Caudal 

Figs 1–5. Monaeses israeliensis: 1 — collecting locality 
in the Crimea; 2 — female general appearance, dorsal; 
3 — same, lateral; 4 — epigyne, ventral; 5 — same, dor-
sal. Scale bars are equal to 1 mm (2–3), 0.1 mm (4–5). 
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extension covered with numerous folds. Legs very long; pairs I and II longer than III 
and IV.

Monaeses israeliensis Levy, 1973 (figs 1–7)

Monaeses israeliensis Levy, 1973: 111, figs 8–11 ({, });
Monaeses israeliensis: Levy, 1985: 20, figs 15–18 ({, });
Monaeses israeliensis: Naumova et al., 2021: 240, figs 22A-G ({, }).

For complete list of taxonomic references see WSC (2023). 

Mater ia l  examined . Ukraine: Crimea, Cape Aya, Turkish Lawn, near the cafe, net sweeping, 
20.06.2011, 3 } (MMF2313); Turkish Lawn, grass, stones, litter, hand collecting, 20.06.2011, 1 } (MMF2314). 

Diagnosis . In general appearance Monaeses israeliensis is similar to M. paradoxus, 
but differs by the structure of the copulatory organs.

Distr ibut ion. Bulgaria, Greece, Caucasus (Krasnodar Region, Kabardinka Vil. and 
Gelendzhik), Israel, Lebanon, Turkey, China (Xinjiang), India, Iran, Kazakhstan (Mangy-
shlak (Mañğystau) Peninsula), Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan (Logunov et al., 2012; Mikhailov, 
2013; Ponomarev et al., 2014; Yuan et al., 2019; WSC, 2023). Ukraine (Crimea) (first re-
cord).

Notes. This is the first record of both genus and species Monaeses israeliensis in 
Ukraine. Cape Aya is one of the two northernmost known localities of the species (another 
is Kabardinka Village in the Krasnodar Region). 
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Figs 6–7. A female of Monaeses israeliensis: 6 — prosoma, dorsal; 7 — abdomen, ventral.
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